Employer’'s Knowledge: Asbestos Insulation

Key dates in development of

advice, knowledge and guidance

Merewether and Price refer to the use of
asbestos insulation and the need to separate
processes involving asbestos dust.

HM Deputy Chief Inspector of Factories
comments on the use of asbestos insulation in
power stations, noting that ‘all possible steps
should be taken against the inhalation of dust’
and advises use of exhaust ventilation,
respirators and damping of material.

HM Chief Inspector of Factories Annual Report
for 1956 describes the removal of asbestos
insulation as a ‘very hazardous process’
presenting a ‘serious health risk'.

The Asbestosis Research Council (ARC) publish
their “"Recommended Code of Practice for
Handling Asbestos Products used in Thermal
Insulation”.
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HM Chief Inspector of Factories comments that
‘even if work will only be temporary, all
reasonably practicable steps should be taken to
reduce the risks to a minimum'.

HM Inspector of Factories advises that mixing
of asbestos should be carried out under
efficient exhaust draught or in a fully enclosed
mixing machine; stripping of asbestos
insulation should be done under exhaust
draught or efficient respirators should be
provided and worn.

The Sunday Times article "Scientist track down
killer dust disease" notes mesothelioma risk
and 'very brief' exposure to asbestos can be
lethal.

ARC issue Control and Safety Guide No.3
“Stripping and Fitting of Asbestos-Containing
Thermal Insulation Materials”. The guide was
revised in 1973 and 1977 (when reference to
fitting’ was removed).



The Department of Employment issue HSW 44
“Asbestos: Health Precautions in Industry”
noting ‘increasing concern’ about the
application and removal of asbestos
insulation.

The Employment Medical Advisory Service
publish “Asbestos and You” providing advice
in relation to asbestos insulation materials
and control requirements. The leaflet was
updated in 1975.

The Health and Safety Commission (HSC) issue
their “Approved Code of Practice and Guidance
Note for Work with Asbestos Insulation and
Asbestos Coating”. Updated in 1983 and 1985
and fully revised in 1988 which was updated in
1993, 1999 and 2002.

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) publish
Guidance Note EH 50 “Training Operatives and
Supervisors for Work with Asbestos Insulation
and Asbestos Coating”.

‘Duty to manage’ under The Control of Asbestos
at Work Regulations 2002 comes into force.
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ARC publish Control and Safety Guide No.2
including advice on sealing of sprayed asbestos.

ARC revise their Control and Safety Guide No. 2
“Encapsulation of Asbestos Insulation Materials”.
The guide was previously called “The Application
of Sprayed Asbestos Coatings”.

Department of the Environment publish
"Asbestos Materials in Buildings". Updated in
1986, 1991 and 1999.

First HSE Guidance on “Managing asbestos in
workplace buildings” issued (IND(G)223(L)).

The foregoing is a summary only and not an exhaustive list.
Guidance continued to develop and evolve after 1988.
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