
1930

Turners Asbestos Cement (TAC) advise of the 
‘slight risk’ when cutting asbestos sheets.

Employer’s Knowledge: Asbestos Sheets & Boards

The Sunday Times article "Scientists track down 
a killer dust disease" notes mesothelioma risk 
and ‘very brief’ exposure to asbestos can be 
lethal.

Key dates in development of 
advice, knowledge and guidance

The following is a summary of the deployment of advice, knowledge and 
guidance specifically in relation to asbestos sheets and boards in the 

20th century. Guidance continued to be developed after 1999.

The Asbestos Industry Regulations 1931 apply 
to work including sawing ‘asbestos articles’ in 
manufacture.

1941

1948

1954

1965

1967

1931

Scottish shipbuilding industry agree an allowance 
for cutting of asbestos board (Marinite) which 
was noted to create ‘clouds of fine dust’.

TAC advise that the Asbestos Regulations 1931 
apply to cutting, drilling, filing and sanding of 
asbestos cement sheets ‘if done in the dry state’.

Merewether and Price note the need for exhaust 
ventilation when sawing asbestos cement sheets 
in manufacture.

Asbestosis Research Council (ARC) 
”Recommended Code of Practice for Handling, 
Working and Fixing of Asbestos and Asbestos 
Cement Products in the Building and 
Construction Industries” published.



1970

1970

1972

ARC issue Control and Safety Guide No. 5 
”Asbestos-based Materials for the Building and 
Shipbuilding Industries and Electrical and 
Engineering Insulation” (revised in 1970, 1973, 
1975 and 1977).

1983
Department of the Environment ”Asbestos 
Materials in Buildings” published. Updated in 
1986, 1991 and 1999.

1984

1988

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) Guidance 
Notes EH 36 “Work with Asbestos Cement” and 
EH 37 ”Work with Asbestos Insulating Board” 
published. Both revised in 1989.

The Health and Safety Commission (HSC) revise 
“Approved Code of Practice for Work with 
Asbestos Insulation, Asbestos Coating and 
Asbestos Insulating Board” to specifically 
include asbestos insulating board (AIB).

1996

1999

HSE publish Guidance Note EH 71 “Work with 
Asbestos Cement and Asbestos Insulating Board”, 
a revision and merging of Guidance Notes EH 36 
and EH 37.

HSE revise EH 71 to remove reference to AIB 
which was covered by other guidance. 
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1968

1976

Cape’s ”Recommended Code of Practice for 
Handling, Working and Fixing Asbestos Sheet 
Material” describes the precations to be taken 
when working with its products (advice revised 
in 1970).

Department of Employment issue "Asbestos: 
Health Precautions in Industry" booklet. 
Updated in 1975.

Department of Employment publish Technical 
Data Note 35 “Control of asbestos dust”. 
Updated in 1975.

ARC produce leaflet “Safe Working with 
Asbestos” briefly describing precautions to be 
taken with asbestos cement and AIB. Various 
images are provided with the advice.


