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LEAFLET FOR EMPLOYERS ' :

. SILICOSIS AMONG STONEMASONS

. Duanio the eight years 1940-47, 560 fnen  granites. This leaflet is addressed especiall

who worked on. sandstone are known to . to those

have died fron silicosis, or silicosis sccom-
panied by toberculosis § of these, 377 were
cuse for much concern and point to the
need for & drive to modenize and extend

" "their preventive measures in the light of.
‘standards. .
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Investigations inte the dost content of
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advantage of the wind in removing the

quan- . dust but when working in a shed or

workroom other. precamtions should be
taken. The dost produced by neighboiying
ﬁim, especially

particularly dusing brushing.

It is thercfore recommended thar the
precautions indicated below be adopted :

{1} Worklng wet wherover possible
is a great sid in suppressing dust,
although water sprays will not trap
all the finer particles of dust.

(2) Exhaast draught should be
provided to control the dust given
off at the tools of lathes and planing
machines when working siliceous
stone dry. Pneumatie chisels should
have a compressed air operated
injector suction applied to carry
away dust created at the chisel
,point.

.(3) Well applied general ventila-

tion may be of t importance in
. reduocing theamountofdustbreathed
by stonemasons. As far as weather
conditlons permit, this work should
be carrled dut in the epen yard.
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The workers should be lnstructed

to take advantage of any wind by

- standing sidewnys to the direction -

of the wind, the work belng placed
on o sultable turn-table to facilltate

an eagy change of standing position,”’

Obstructions to the wind should be
as little as possible so as to allow it
to take full effect.

() Where possible, the work of
several banker masons should be a0
arxasiged in the yacd or shed, that
the dust created can be dealt with
by & suitably designed exhanst
system.  Where this is not possible,
provision for each mason of n
scparale moveable  exhaust hood,
connected by n- fexible plpe to fixed

"exhauat ducting, shonld be con-
sidered. The stone being dressed
may be placed on a turn-table to
enable the dust created to be directed

© u3 for as possible into the exhanst
hood. Where this method of working
Is adopted, masons should work as
f?gl apart from each other as. pos-
& [ ' :

{5) For some stone dressing opera-

tions done with hand teols, 4 rubber
glove for the left hand, Incorporating
an exhaust nozzle operated by-a
compressed’ alr Infector can be
worn. An example of such a glove
can be secen at the Safety, Health
and Welfare Museum, MHorseferry
Road, London. .

* (6) Dust drawn away from 3
workroom by exhaust systems
- should not be blown straight

Note.
Theze are statuto
certain regulations in

the inhalation of dust given off in connection with

out inte the atmesphere but should

".be colleceted in a dust collecting

uppératus outside the workroom.

(7) Masons should be provided
with and encoaraged to wear an
eflicient respirator st aH  times
when dust is being created by them-
selves or their neighbours. It i«
particularly important that respira-
tors should be worn during the
operations of punching or roughing.

(8) Before brushing off accumu-
Iated dust and fragments of stone
from the work the debtis should
first be wet.

(9} Attention shonld be given to
malntaining a hiph standard of
general cleaaliness In the yard,
sccumulations of stone debris and
dust should be swept up and re-
moved regularly after being first
wetted to prevent the stone dust
being blown about,

{i0) The depree of success ob.
tained by these preventive measures
will be in proportion to the enthus-
iasm of the employers together
with the knowledge and co-operation
of the workers. In this highly skilled
work, therefore, the education of

-all workers, pacticularly the younger
.. ones coming on, Is. essential. To

attain this, a positive drive by
employers by means of lectures and
discussions offers the best chance

" of success, .

obligations under the Fsctorics Acts, 1937 and 1948, and alo
wercunder for the protection of persons employed against

any process carried on.  Some of

these may be a;l;pl.'waﬁlc to the processes carried on by the Employer who receives this

leaflet and o wi

om assistance nd advice will be gladiy given by the Inspector of Fac-

tories in charge of the District in which the work isdone,
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